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The Hand Across the Continent.

Not only is San Francisco in ruins,
but most of her peopleare ruined, Those
who are able to give must not withhold
contributions from a feeling that the
relief fund will be adequate without
their help. The duty of the hour is to
give. Such is the pride and courage of
Californians that they will not accept
aid for their stricken towns a moment
longer than they need it. But who can
measure the distress of a quarter of a
million of people without money for
food and without prospect of immediate
employment? Hunger can be relieved
quickly enough, perhaps, by the Govern-
ment and by various towns on the coast
which escaped the earthquake, although
it is not a simple problem; but for a long
time to come great numbers of people
in 8an Francisco will be idle as well as
There will be much sickness
as well as want. The building trades
will soon be at work, but merchants and
many other employers of labor will have
more or less difficulty in resuming busi-
ness. Credits may not be good, and
thousands of places where business was
done are no more. In many cases im-
provisation will not be easy.

There will probably be an exodus
from San Francisco of those who have
the means to travel and can find oppor-
tunities elsewhere; but they, will be the
minority, and the rest must stay to get
what work they can and live from hand
to mouth. San Francisco is therefore
face to face with the greatest problem
that an American city has ever had to
deal with.

Since the Spanish war San Francisco
had been enjoying & hoom after years
of depression; the advantage has been
lost and the gains swept away, together
with most of her capital. Her condition
is beyond the power-of imagination to
conceive; but, deplorableasit is, courage
will not diein her. Afterlosses have been
adjusted and credit reestablished the
waste places will be rebuilt and publio
contracts let. Enterprise will pick up the
lost and broken threads. But it is going
to take a long time to make a fair start;
meanwhile the ranks of the dependent
poor will be awelled by thousands who
never expected to know want, San
Francisco may be said not to have a
place to lay its head, and it will have
to begin the world over again, With
such an economic problem there has been
no experience in America, for the con-

“ dition of Chicago after the great fire

does not supply a comparison. The
helping hand cannot be too full. This
is no time for thinking twice.

The Great Fortunes of the Good.

We hope that an esteemed correspon-
dent who speaks of Mr. ROOSEVELT a8
“the enemy of accumulated wealth” mis-
understands the President, '

The acquisition and possession of great
fortunes by good and public spirited
men seems to be regarded with approval
by Mr. ROOSEVELT. In his second an-
nual message to Congress, in December
of 1902, the President said:

“ Great fortunes have been won by those who
have taken the lead in this phenomenal industrial
development, and most of these fortunes have
been won not by dolng evil, but as an incldent to
actlon which has benefited the community as a
whole. Never before has material wellbelng been so
widely diffused among our people. Greal fortunes
have been accumulated, and yet in the aggregate
these fortunes are small indeed when compared
with the wealth of the people as a whole. The
plain people are betier oft than they have ever
been before.”

Ir it not possible that when Mr. ROOSE-
YELT comes to prepare the details of his
broadly suggested plan he may deem it
necessary to discriminate between great
fortunes that have been beneficent in
the process of acquisition, and those
attended by evil consequences to the
community; just, for example, as he has
always consistently distinguished the
good trust from the bad?

o —————
fSome Advice from Canada.

The Montreal Star finds reason to
thank the goodness and the grace that
emiled on the birth of Canada for the
alleged fact that the Dominion has a
better system of government than has
the United States:

“ The weakness of the American system of gov-
erfiment is being demonstrated almost dally now
by the relations between President ROOBEVELT and
the Senate. Both are Republicans, and yet the
series of contests between the two over vital ques-
tions is now the most spectacular feature of Ameri-
can politics.”

Such an experience would be almost
if not quite impossible in Canada. Up
there they have a Premier instead of a
President. The Premier represents and
leads his party and formulates its poli-
cfes. If the party does not support
him he steps down and out. The execu-
“tive branch and the legislative branch
must be in harmony. The Star avers
that “the division of power at Washing-
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ton brings a diffusion of responshility,”
and that a “definite leadership * a neces-
sity- for responsible government.” It
offers this illustrations

“ At the present moment, for instance, the Re-
publican party should be respohsible for elther
the pollcy of the Senators or that of the Pregsident;
but he 1s a wise American citizen who knows which
he 1s voting for when he votes Republican.”

The Star does not stop at the point of
noting the “weakness of the American
system”; it provides a remedy which is
open to some objection on the ground
that the principle involved i8 not en-
tirely consistent with a long accepted
idea of republican government from the
American point of view:

* American politles would be fmmensely bene-
fited 1{ THRODORE ROOBEVELT would take the bit
between his teeth and make a fight against the con-
ditlons which now seem to fetter him. If he would
trankly declare himself to be a candidate for an-
other term, that would be a daring party mahager
who would venture to risk his poiitical life in op-
posing him. Then he could appeal to the people
to send him Representatives and Senators who
would agree with his pollcy, and in this way he
should be able to bulld up around himself & po-
litleal party which could go somewhere so long as
It had a large share of publie confidence. Any
man blocking 1t In the Senate oould be publicly
labelled an opponent, and his defeat assured at
the end of his term.”

The respective merits of the Canadian
system and that of the United States can
be much better determined when Canada
has a population of 60,000,000 instead of
8,000,000. The framers of the Constitu=
tion of the United States deemed it wise
to get away from the English system,
while the framers of Canada's Constitu-
tion thought it best to follow that sys-
tem very closely. Somehow the United
States manages to rub along and make
progress at a rate that is visible to the
naked eye, and it is by no means certain
that its progress would be accelerated
under Canadian methods..

Earthquake Predictions and Fire.

Dr. C. W. Haves, the Washington
geologist, is said to have expressed the
opinion yesterday that the time will
come when seismologists may gain such
a knowledge as to be able to predict the
coming of earthquakes and to send out
warnings of the impending danger. He
thinks this advantage will be gained
ultimately by providing a large number
of stations with facilities for a prompt
exchange of observations.

It is doubtful if many seismologists
will agree with this opinion. Twenty
years ago, in the early days of the scien=
tific study of earthquakes, hopes were
expressed that such knowledge would
at length be attained as to give value to
earthquake predictions. This aim was
especially kept in view for years, but up
to tha present time not a particle of
progress has been made in this direction
and none of the leatling writers on earth-
quakes has the slightest faith in it.

Major DurroN in his recent book
gays that great earthquakes come with-
out intelligible warning, for though it
is true that such catastrophes “have
been preceded in a considerable num-
ber of instances by minor shocks and
quivers and by ominous sounds, these
are far from implying necessarily a sub-
gequent disaster, for they occura hundred
times without further consequence.”

Even if it should ever be possible to
predict earthquakes with some degree
of accuracy, the ability so to do would
be calamitous, rather than beneficent
unless the predictions were absolutely
accurate. The late Professor 'ALB was
not a charlatan, His position as a scien-
tific man was respectable, except that
through some curious cerebral twist he
got the notion that he could foretell the
coming of earthquakes. Every one has
heard of the consternation into which his
predictions threw the people of Athens
and of Santiago, Chile, the flight of thou~
sands and the misery of the whole popu-
lation; and yet events entirely falsified
his omens of evil. The inhabitants of
earthquake countries are asking for no
prognostications of the average merit
of our weather predictions. Prophecies
that might or might not be fulfilled
would be almost worse than the earthe
quakes themselves.

Fires are unfortunately the usual con-
comitant of earthquakes, but never be=-
fore have we seen such a record of the
destruction wrought by this second evil
which follows so closely on the heels of
the shocks. In the great Japan earth-
quake of 1801, when about 10,000 persons
were killed and 15,000 were hurt, a large,
part of the loss of life was due to the
fires that destroyed many hundreds, who
were pinned down under fallen roof8
and could not escape from the flames,
kindled chiefly in the kitchens where the
housewives were at work when the build-
ings collapsed.

Losing aYReputation.

The New York Board of Aldermen is
rapidly losing the reputation that it
gpent seven years in building up. By
strict inattention to business, by care-
ful neglect of their duties, by conscien-
tious abuse of their powers, the boards
that existed during the Van Wyck, Low
and first McClellan administrations suc-
ceaded in convincing the public that a
municipal legislature was a useless sur-
yival, an obstructive department of the
city government, More than once it
was suggested in all seriousness that
the board be abolished and its functions
transferred to the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment. From time to time
the Legislature did trim its authority,
until, of the various powers it possessed
on, January 1, 1808, only a few remained
with it.

Since the Aldermen elected last No-
vember took office, however, there has
been a most gratifying change in the
board's manner of conducting public
business. Its committee hearings have
resulted in making clear the matters
that were considered. The reports
rendered to the whole body by the com-
mittees contain information on which
opinions may be formed with some
degree of intelligence. They consist of
explanations and recommendations, in-
stead of recommendations only, a8 was
formerly the case. It is possible to
learn from them why grants of public
money are made, why public bidding
is dispenspd with in certain contracts,
why the salaries of various city em-

ployees need;'oremljustment. and dozen: !
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! conditions existing in the district, and

| gently it ia needed. The question is not

of other things that help to a complete
understanding of the intricate ma-
chinery by means of which New York is
governed,

Steady persistence in its new policy
will result in a radical change in public
opinion with regard to the Board of
Aldermen. Instead of being looked on
as an expensive, dangerous and useless
department, it will become an important
and valuable municipal body, meriting
and receiving the hearty respect of the
citizens. If the Hon, TIMOTHY P. SULLI-
VAN succeeds, as many persons believe
he may, in wresting control of the board
from its present leader, the Hon. JAMES
CowpEN MEYERS, he will do well not to
allow it to slip back into its former lazy
and uneatisfactory habits,

Need of Another Federal Judge.

Congress has been asked to authorize
the appointment of another Judge for
the Southern district of New York. . The
situation confronting the Federal judi-
ciary in this territory is a serlous one.
Since 1873 the terms of the Federal courts
for criminal business in the district have
been held by the Judge for the Eastern
district, pursuant to Section 613 of the
Revised Statutes. The business of the
courts has been so great that only rarely
have any of the Circuit Judges or the
Judges for the Southern district heen
able to devote time to the criminal terms,
and now the business of the Eastern dis-
trict has grown to such proportions that
the district Judge of that territory has
been obliged to give notice that after
January 1 he will be obliged to confine
his gittings to his own court.

Of the two Judges in the Southern
district one is occupied almost wholly
with admiralty cases, and the other with
bankruptey proceedings. In the report
of the Committee on the Judiciary favor-
ing the authorization of another district
Judge, which has just been made to the
Senate, it {8 pointed out that “unless an
additional judgeship is created either
the criminal business must go unheard
or the civil business must be neglected.”
In a joint letter to the Senate Committee
the Circuit Judges say:

“ It seems likely that there will be considerable
{ncrease in the criminal business of the Southern
district; indeed, the prosecutions under the Antl-
Trust law, a numberof which are nowin a prelim!-
nary stage and are of a character which will con-
sume a great amount of time, will of themselves
considerably Increase the work.™

In his report for 1005 Attorney-General
Moopy called attention to the congested

pointed out that “with the priority which
is and should be given to the trial of such
cases where the defendants are in prison
awaiting trial there is little time avail-
able for the trial of bail cases, go little
that at some terms of court it is impossi=
ble to try a single bail case.” The neces-
sity for relief is obvious, and the Attor=
ney-General's statement shows how ur-

one of politics, but of the proper admin-
istration of the law, and Congress should
not delay the much needed relief.

The Earthquake and Foundation Soils.

In rebuilding San Francisco and other
dismantled towns in California the archi-
tects will have to consult the seismolo-
gists to learn what foundation soils were
most affected by the earthquake shock.
The danger of the Pacific coast to seismic
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disturbance has always been known,
but the study of foundations has been
neglected, or, from a false security, the |
lesson of experience has been disre- |
garded, Governor PARDEE reports that
about one-fifteenth of the State suffered |
damage from the earthquake on Wednes-
day; so the scientiste will have a wide
field for their speculations,

DAvID SHARPE, who made an investi-
gation of the force of the Lisbon earth-
quake on different soils, learned that not |
a house built upon the Almada blue clay
which underlay the greater part of the
city escaped destruction, On the lower
glope of hills rising from the clay beds
the havoe was not general. On the
strata of Tertinry deposits next above,
described as a conglomerate without
fossils, the damage was much less severe;
while houses on the hippuritic limestone,
or basalt, higher up still, sustained no
damage whatever. And yet the shock
of the Lisbon earthquake was felt over
a great part of Europe,

Respectfully Submitted.

Would it not be profitable intellectu«
ally and financially for the exposers to fire
a few more volleys at the United States
Senate and House of Representatives
for appropriating, almost instantly after
the dire news of San Francisco's devas-
tation was known, $1,000,000 of the pub-
lic money for the sufferers?

be exploded upon President ROOSEVELT
and Secretary Tai' and all their tribe
for daring to ship by quick trains thou-
sands of Government tents to the home-
less ones. Nor should the New York
Chamber of Commerce, the sordid New
York millionaires, sometimes known as
citizens, and humbler folks, all of whom
are hurling hundreds of thousands of
dollars out of their own pockets at the
afflicted ones of San Francisco, be over-
looked as fruitful subjects for condem-
nation at the hands of the magazinists
and their followers,

The prompt and proper action of
Congress, the substantial sympathy go
generously and so spontaneously mani-
fested by those selfish plutocrats, ought
gurely to furnish a new topic of current
magazine interest for those who but for
the law of gravitation might have as-
cended heavenward years and years ago,

The Odell apportionment for New York
county should be confronted at Albany by
the Sheet Anchor of all guccessful Empire
State politicians—the Constitution.

One of the few adverse arguments used
by those who opposed the ¢onsolidation of
Brooklyn with New York ‘was thé claim
that Brooklyn, with an acreage more than
three times as great ap Manhattan's, and
much of it undeveloped, had reached in
1896 the limitation of its lawful borrowing
capacity for public improvements, and that
further improvements would be made at the
expense, Or largely at the expense, of Man-
hattan. Itwasclaimed,too, that Queensand
Richmond, undeveloped territory, would

Then, too, a barrel or two of ink might |

require, for a time at leaat, the benefit of
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New York's great credit for necessary im-
provements,

During 1905 public improvements to the
amount of $5,808,130, distinot from .such
public works as bridges, subways, schools,
firehouses, parks and docks, were provided
for by the city, asshownin the reportof Chief
Engineer Lewis of the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment to Mayor MOCLELLAN.
This is the statement of the division of
that expenditure among the boroughs of the
Greater New York: Manhattan, $865,530;
Brooklyn, $1,858,150; The Bronx, $2,097,200;
Queens, $972,750, and Richmond, $72,600. Ax

It thus appears that during 1906 The
Bronx was the borough most benefited by
these publicimprovertents, and that Brook-
lyn and Queens in large measure had the ad-
vantage of Manhattan in the city's expendi-
tures, Thearea of Brooklyn is 40,000 acres,
of Manhattan 14,000, of The Bronx 26,000,
of Richmond 36,000 and of Queens 83,000,
All have benefited by consolidation.

It was unkind of Senator KEAN to pro-
pose that the galleries be cleared when
Mr. Lo FoLueTTeE was making his speech
on the railroad rate bill, for a clearanoce
would have reduced the audience to Sena-
tors KEaN and NELSON. As to Mr. La
FOLLETTE'S complaint that he had to talk
to empty seats, he should remember that no
one has written and talked more on the
general subject than himself, and Senators
may be presumed to know his views.

The Carnegle Hero Fund Commission
complains of a dearth of heroes and is said
to be embarrassed by its surplus. It is
submitted that there is a fine field for pen-
gions in the prostrate city, or what remains
of it, by the Golden Gate.

Many heroes of both sexes will come out
of the hell of shock and fire in San Francisco,
and not the least of them will be the man
on guard with a battered engine at O'Far-
rell street and Van Ness avenue, who, being
asked what he proposed to do when the
flames were racing toward him, replied:
“We are waiting for it to come. When it
gots here we will make one more stand,
If it crosses Van Ness avenue the city is
gone,"”

“The Sun's’’ News From San Franclsco,

To tue Epitor or THE BuN—Sir: As
usual, your account this morning of the San
Francisco calamity, and especially the cone
nected and vivid description on your first
page—an admirable piece of newspaper write
ing—made the other fellows look like ama-
teurs with the stage fright.

AN OLD NEWSPAPER MAN,
NEW YoRk, April 10, -

To TaE Epitor op Tur BuN—Sir: THE
BUN'S covering of the 8an Franciaco disaster
this morning was a beautiful piece of newa-
paper work. J. C. HICKRY.

TowaNDA, Pa., April 10,

To THE Eprror or THE BUN —Sir: Permit
me to congratulate THE SUN on the magnifi-
cent way in which'it has handled the news of
the San Francisco disaster, both in the news
columns and on the edltorial page.

It appears that one paper In this city has
had the nerve to find in this event a subject
for & cartoon, Iam not a Californian, and it
{s none of my business, but if I were I think
I should invade that office and kill somebody.
Not only did that papet apparently view this
{ncredible horror as a fit text for a very poor
joke, but in its editorial on the subject great
stress was laid on the loss of property and
almost nothing was said about the losa of
life. There are some forms of bad taste

Nwhich ought to send a man to jail.

INVETERATE “SUN" WORSHIPPER.
New YoRrg, April 20. e

N s
Disposing of Mr, Roosevell's Future,

To tag EpiTor oF THE SUN—Sir: “What
shall we do with Mr. Roosevelt after his
present term as President ends?”

I nee by yesterday's SUN that he seems to
incline to the Senatorshlp of New York.
That's a noble office and there are good prece-
dents for such positions being taken by an
ex-President. '

But I want to sngeest a plan worth two or
three such. I will not go into the arguments
in favor of it—but simply imitate Mr. Roore-
velt's method anent his theory for curtailing
enormous incomes and dangerous accumu-

| lations of capital: namely, state my plan, and

then let the politicians and statesmen and
philosophers debate it and work it out. This,
you see, is very little trouble to me, and will
give the aforesaid quidnuncs plenty to do
between now and the next Presidential elac-
tion. This is the plan:

1. Put Elihu Root in as next President.

2 Tet him choose Theodore Roosevelt his
Secretary of State.

Thia, it i8 easy to see, will ascure all that is
hoped for by those who have urged still
another term for Mr. Roosevelt, and will
continue the two best sets of brains in the
United States in positions favorable for the
working out of the Rooseveltian policy for
saving the nation from the dangers now
threatening it, whether from the “oppressions
of capital” or the “seditions and rebellions
of labor.”

Respectfully submitted,

Tuompsox H. LANDON,

BorpENTOWN, N. J., April 20.

—————

San Francisco,
From the Poems of Brel Harte.
serene, indifferent to Fate,
Thou sittest at the Western Gate;

Upon thy helghts so lately won
still slant the banners of the sun;

Thou seest the white seas strike thelr tents,
O Warder of two Continents!

And scornful of the peace that files
Thy angry winds and sullen skles,

Thou drawest all things, small or great.
To thee, beside the Western Gate.
. . .

. .
O llon's whelp, that hldest fast
In junglé growth of spire and mast,

1 know thy cunning and thy greed,
Thy hard high lust and wilful deed,

And all thy glory loves to tell
Of speclous glfts material.

Drop down, O fleecy Fog. and blde
Her sceptio sneer, and all her pride!

Wrap her, O Fog, in gown and hood
Of her Franciscan Brotherhood.'

Hide me her faults, her sin and blame;
With thy gray mantle cloak her shame!

So shall she, cowldd, sit and pray
Til morning bears her sins away.

Then rise, O fleecy Fog, and ralse
The glory of her coming days:

Be as the cloud that flecks the seas
Above her smpky argosies,

When forms famillar shall give place
To stranger speech and newer face;

When all her throes and anxlous fears
Lie hushed In the repose of years;

When Art shall ralse and Culture lift
The sensual Joys and meaner thrift,

And all fulfilled the vislon, we
Who watch and walt shall never see—

Who. In the morning of her race,
Tolled fair or meanly In our place—

But, ylelding to the common lot,
Lie unrecorded and forgot.

Our Lady of the Golden Gate.
“Serene, Indifferent to Fate,” she stands—

Bare breasted, girt with sand, ang sun caressed;
With power undiminished, strength unguessed
Tl now, though gaping pits and rav'ning brands
Have scorched her tunlc and have scarred her

hands—
As who should say: “My race Is not yet run.
My triumph comes when my new days are won,
Bring bay and laurel! These are my demands.”

So speaks Our Lady of the Golden uate,
And we who hear the marvel of her volce
Smile back and toss her laurel, rose and bay;
Because serene indifference to Fate
Breeds strength to conquer, power to galna cholce,
That thrusts our night of sorrow loto da,.
d. C, B, ANDREWS,
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' had to do, whether of colonial or national
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DAY OF THE FIRST AMERICAN.

PHILADELPHIA, April 20.—The celebra-
tion of the hicentenary of Franklin's birth
is being brought to a close this evening by
a somewhat informal gathering of a social
nature in one of the large hotels here. The
public exercises of a dignified nature ended
this morning when, at the Academy of
Music, addresses were delivered by the
Secretary of State, the President of Harvard
University, Mr. Jeseph Hodges Choate and
Mr. Horace Howard Furness. Secretary
Root's part consisted of presenting to the
Ambassador of France a gold medal struck
by order of the Congrees of the United
States, in order that the people of France
might have a lasting knowledge that the
people of America remembered which
country it was that first gave Franklin his
due recognition. During the afternoon,
at the rooms of the American Philosophical
Society, some nine papers were read to
the delegates repregenting universities and
learned societies of America and Europe.

Perhaps the scenes of widest interest
were enacted yesterday when these guests
of the society visited Franklin's tomb and
lald wreaths thereon, and, earlier in the
day, at the Academy of Music, where were
held memorial exercises by the University
of Pennsylvania, which institution was
practically founded by Franklin, certainly
placed on a lasting basis through his in-
dividual efforts, Nearly a score of degrees
were conferred by the university, among
them one worthy of special notice, that
bestowed upon the King of England, in
absentia, through the person of the Am-
bassador of Great Britain to the United
States. Addressing Sir Mortimer Durand,
the provost of the university spoke briefly,
and his words may be quoted for the reason
that this is the first time an American de-
gree of learning has been accepted by an
English King. Said the provost:

Edward VII., King, Defender of the Falth, Em-
peror of Indla, represented by the person of his
Ambassador. * * * At the Court of St. James's,
upon the twelfth day of August, 1763, his Majesty
King George 111. belng present, in councll, it was
ordered that the Right Honorable the Lord High
Chancellor of Great Britaln cause letters patent
to be prepared and passed under the Great Seal
suthorizing the first provost, Willlam Smlth, to
collect funds from all well disposed persons for
the assistance and benefit of the college, academy
and charitable school of Philadelphla; and upon
the ninth day of April, 1764, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, together with Thomas and Richard
Penn, addressed a joint letter to the trustees of the
collegecongratulating them upon the great suocess
which had attended the efforts of the first provost
through his Majesty's royal brief.”

After a moment's pause the provost,
still addressing the Britlsh Ambassador,
announced:

The trustees of the University of Pennsylvania,
successors of the trustees of the same foundation,
bearing in mind the Interest which his Majesty
the then King of England so graclously showed
in the Infant institution in the Colony of Pennsyl-
vanla, now confer upon his Majesty Bdward VII,,
{mpersonating England, the highest degree in thelir
power to bestow. .

Following the bestowal of degrees Hamp-
ton L. Carson, Attorney-General of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, delivered
an address, recalling that until Franklin
came to Philadélphia, then the most im-
portant city in thé country, its sidewalks
were unpaved, the streets were unlighted,
the fire brigade had no existence, the town
watch was unknown, there was no public
library, no hoepital, no college and no
philosophical society herd. Houses were
cold until Franklin's practical genius gave
them the stove, which for actual heating
purposes has never been improved upon;
chimneys smoked until he cured them;
destructive fires were common until he
gafeguarded buildings from lightning
strokes; the very shipping was in danger
during stress of weather until he taught
seafaring men how to pour oil upon the
troubled waters. It is the intensely prac-
tical side to all of Franklin's philosophical !
teachings which, as already noted in this
correspondence, continues to be empha-
sized by those gathered to honor his mem-
ory. As for his sense of humor, Mr. Carson
recalled the fact that when Dr. Priestley
questioned whether the American Colonies
could hold out in their war with England
Franklin sat down with pen and paper,
after the battle of Bunker Hill, and figured
the probler thus: “Britain, at the expense
of three millions, has killed one hundred
and fifty Yankees this campaign. During
the same time sixty thousand children have
been born. From these data, the mathe-
matical head of our dear, good friend Dr.
Price will easily calculate the time and
expense that may be necessary to kill
us all.”

Perhaps the most striking phase of Frank-
lin's character treated, however, was his
patriotism, his faith in the people of the
country as a whole, his insistence upon
the preservation of individual and cor«
porate rights 8o long as they were not used
for oppressing the people; in a word, his
true Americanism, which amounted to a
passion. He saw that what a Government

form, was to restrain its citizens from in-
vading each other's rights and compel
them to respect each other's freedom.
This was the keynote of his long fight against
the proprietaries of Penreylvania. To-day
he stands forth a veritable figure of democ-
racy incarnate—the democracy not of one
political party or another, but of a great
and free people. As such a figure, a8 a
acientist, man of letters, statesman, edu-
cator, organizer of public and private
business enterprises, Benjamin Franklin
has been fittingly honored this week by a
company of great men, gathered from the
world's most famous seats of learning, in
the city where were rendered most of his
vital services to mankind.

The Japanese in San Francisco.

To TARE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sfr: To-day the
word is "Rellet" for the sufferers from the disastrous
earthquake In San Francisco. Among the 800,000
homeless San Franclscans there must be at lcast
10,000 Japanese, since there are some 20,000 of our
fellow countrymen In San Franclsco and the neigh-
borhood, and thelr residence section, as well as
their business sectlon, has gone long ago. judged
from the reports of the burning of the city. We
Japanese in New York and the vicinity should do
all we can toward relleving them as well as the rest
of the sufferers. But we arc utterly In the dark
as to what 1s becoming of them. except as regards
the names of a few dead, which have alreatdy been
published in the papers. There were two Japancse
dallles In San Francisco before the disaster, but
our opinilon 1s that they could not keep their types
\n order in time of the quake. Ferhaps the print-
ing machines and all have been destroyed utterly,
So we do not expect to recelve any coples of the
papers which should have been printed since tle
first day of the disaster were It not for that. No
telegraphle messages came to wi from any of tge
Japanese there. We have to appeal to the Ameri-
can press to make an cffort to find out what Is
becomirg of the 20,000 Japanese Sun Franciscans.

BROOKLYN, April 20 JIHEI HASHIOUCHI,

Wants to Put the Vaudeville Singers in Jall.

To ThE EpITOR OF THE SUN—-S(r: It secms to
me that the quartet and other singers on the
vaudeville stage In this city should--most of them
—be sent to jall for murdering musle. Besldes,
generally. they seemn 10 be personally ugly wretches |
who malie themselves uglier by dressing 8 shoc-
blacks, newspaper boys, &c., as if rags were a
pleasing sight.

These fellows should be made to pass an exam-
nation ke doctors, sehool teachers, Government I
employees, &c., before they are allowed to go on !
the stage to insult their audiences. They seem to |
kuow as much about music &3 e average yellow
d .+, but they should know that some, at least, of
thelr audiences are not shoesiring pediers,

NEW YhRE, April 10, . H.d,

HONOLULU CABLE INTACT.

Tests Show That Wires Were Cut and Insu-
Iated on Pacine Coast.

The officials of the Commercial Pacifio
Cable Company anno yesterday after-
noon that as the result of tests made from
Honolulu there was no doubt that the link
of the Pacific cable between Hawaii and
San Francisco was undisturbed by the earth-
quake. They expected that the broken
communication around the world would be
reached as soon as the Government ship can
reach the cable hut near San Francisco with
batteries.

On Thursday night the operators at Hono-
lulu reported, via India, that they could get
no answer from the San Francsico end of the
cable. Yesterday they sent word by the
game route that their tests showed that the
cable iteelf was all right and, furthermore,
that the San Francisco end of the cable had
been insulated by some one.

Acccording to Manager Clapperton of
the eable company the fact that the cable
had been insulated shows that the cable
operators who were ordered to go to the hut
after the fire threatened the offices in San
Francisco reached thero all right and had
cut the cable at that point, but did not have
sufficient power to work it. No word has
come from the operators since they were
ordered out to the hut This is explained,
the company says, by the fact that the hut
is the far side of the fire swept area

The cable formerly ran wi?hout a break
under the ground into the office building
on Market street in the city proper, but
the operat rs naturally cut tge cable at the
hut and connected theéir instruments there,

The company got word yesterday after-
noon that the Mare Ieland Navy Yard was

gcpari to send out a boat with batteries
reach the but and supply the cable with
po

wer
A despatch received yesterday telling of
an earthquake at Honolulu was eent east-
ward from there by way of In

The officials of the cable oompm‘dm-
ceived a despatch last night from the Mare
Island Navy Yard which said that the
cutter sent to the cable landing had re-
turned and had reported that the cable hut
had been destroyed by the earthquake.

The hut s in an isolated spot on the
shore and was a small, low building built
to withstand heavy storms. The %mmton
the despatch said, were safe. y d
remained at the cable landing, apparently
without shelter, ever since W asday.
The cable was found to be all right and, ac-
cording to the navy officers, connection
had been made with the land cable again at
the landing and by this morning it was
expected t it would be possible to work
the cable from Oakland. Ths Navy De-
partment has sent out a force to help in
repai the cable landing. cabl
will not open for business until this is
done, but it was hoped to complete the
work some time to-day.

ELSBERG BILL HEARING.

Belleved That the Mayor Wil Sign the
Measure as It Stands,

Mayor McClellan held a public hearing
yesterday on the Elsherg rapid transit bill.
For the most part the arguments were a
repetition of those made a couple of weeks
ago before the Joint Cities Committee of the
Legislature. The measure provides that
vacancies in the Rapid Transit Commis-
gion shall hereafter be filled by the Mayor;
that the terms upon which new franchises
are granted must be approved by the Board
of Estimate before the Rapid Transit Com-
mission can pass favorably on a franchise,
and it limits the terms of such franchises
to a twenty year term with a possible twenty
year renewal.

It was upon this last clause that most
of the discussion turned yesterday. George
I.. Rives, one of the counsel to the com-=
mission, said that the twenty year limita-
tion would mean that private capital would
not be forthcoming for the building and
equi%ment of the new subways, and that
the bill would intrench the existing tran-
pit companies in_ their monopo? for
the reason that with their power Koum
and equipment they would be the only
companies able to bid for new lines on a

twenty year lease.
After Albert B. Boardman had opposed
the bill Senator Elsberg spoke in ?ta de-

fence. R. Fulton Cutting, W. M. Ivins and
F. W. Hinrichs were others who urged the
Mayor to sign the bill.

1t is generally belleved that the Mayor
will approve the measure.

HARRY D. CAREY, PLAYWRIGHT.

Amateur Will Play the Leading Role In
“Montana’—Is a Lawyer.

MouNT VERNON, N. Y., April 20.—Harry
D. Cargy, lawyer and formerly a college
athldle, a son of former County Judge
Henry D, Carey of Westchester county,
who at present lives at Terrace Point,
City Island, has turned author and actor.
Mr. Carey has written “Montana,” a melo-
drama which will be presented on Monday
night at the New Roochelle Theatre. He
will play the leading réle of Jim Graham,
a ranch foreman, which part, it is said,
he is well adapted to, having spent four
years roughing it on a Montana ranch,

He was captain of the New York Uni-
versity baseball team and champion middle-
weight boxer, and for a number of years
he held the N. Y. U. record for shot putting.

The Seagoers.

Sailing to-day on the steamship Republic
for Genoa, Palermo and Naples:

J. W. Ames, Mr, and Mrs. C. Vanderbilt
Barton, Mr. and Mrs. 1. W, Birdseve, W, J.
Chambers, Mr. and Mrs, R. H. Cook, Dr. and
Mrs. Charles B. Dudley, Mr. and Mrs. Harrison
Durant, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore W. Forbes,
Mr. and Mrs. Hollis French, Mrs. John Gibb,
Mr. and Mra. Charles T.. Hackstaff. Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas James, Franklin Murphy, Jr.,
W. J. Olyohant, Judge 1, P. Pugsley, Paul
Rushmore, Dr, and Mrs. F. P. S8impson, Mr,
and Mrs, William I. Turner, Mr. and Mrs.
A. B. Twombly, the Hon. and Mrs. J. M,
Varnum, Mr. and Mre. Charles H, Wright and
Mr. and Mrs. W. 8. Wyatt,

On the Pennsylvania for Hamburg:

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Berg, Mr. A
H. W. Chappell, Mr. and hll:. “‘T ('g‘gnp?f;:'
Mre. Theodore Diercks, A. R. Engell, the
Rev. Fred W. Jackson, Jr., Frank La For,
%;u;nhﬂu&t_)ro d,)\&r. t}']pl'i Ngdrs.' George {\'Z

ateher, Dr, and Mrs. Edward .
and Mr. and Mrs. Heury W ngne(;'.m" 101

On the St. Paul for Southampton:

Mre. Francis M. Bacon, Jr. v YV >
J. B. Hastings, Albert Ladd, ﬂ.}}i. I.anl?i:)?x'
Elizabeth Marburi'). Marcus R. Mayer, W.
Forbes Morgan . 'A. Murphy, Charlotte
Nillson, Major E. M. Paul, Mr. and Mrs, Will-
jam L. Turner, E. D. Walsh, Dr. Lester
Ward, B. F. Wood and Coleman Woolf.

On the Zeeland for Antwerpy

prof. and Mrs. E. F. Andrews, Mrs, C. B
Bull, Mr. and Mrs. A, W. Crawford, Mr. and
Mr=, A. M. Decker, Mr. and Mrs. N. L. Francis
Gen, Rush C. Hawkins, Mrs. Herman H. Kohl-
sant, J. G; Furdon, Admiral W. K. Van Rey-
R i s T Robar Wans

s , air, )\ o s 0 ki
and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weber, NS Warten

On the Mesaba for London:

E. L. Arnott, H. W. Bromh odw
C. Elliott, J. T. Fetherston, A.euln.dhe'rﬁ?q‘urg
Commander and Mrs, Fred Lobb and E. P,
Frame. e

On the Columbia for Glasgow:

r. and Mrs. George A. D
nn?‘ll Mrs. William B. Douglas, mfx‘fﬂ_"ﬁ‘m’.‘&
;‘21 o.n’n. aD'v ”F;dcrﬁ'v Ar. apd Mvs. David

ng, the dev. WA y thw 'ill-

iam'H. Webster, MHwall u.n‘d Wil

To Senator and Mrs. Everett Colby, a
Crackerjack,

WesT ORANGE, N. J., April 20.—A daugh-
ter was born to State Senator Everett Colby
and Mrs. Colby at their home in Llewellyn
Park, West Orange, this morning at 3
a;il;;cé&: I’n m;;liy to a question the Sena-

. weighs nine and a half
MEATGHAES, oomi i, s

named Edith
her m&t)bir. She is the second chudh:' ttl‘i:

TO KILL ODELL PLAN AT ALBANY,

Parsons There to Beat the County Reap.
pertionment Scheme.

ALBANY, April 20.—~Herbert Parsons
preaident of the New York county Ropnhu.'
can committee, is here to-day conferring
with representative members of the Legis.
lature and Gov. Higgins regarding the Naw
York county legislative apportionment plan.
Mr. Parsons had a long congultation with
William Barnes, Jr., chairman of the exec.
tive committee cf the Republican State com.
mittee, and Speaker Wadsworth and Assen.
bly Leader Moreland.

The Parsons plan has been in possessinn
of the ‘legislative reapportionment com.
mittee, of which Senator Lewis 18 chairman,
for several days, having been submitted Ly
Senator Page. It can be asserted that the
Odell apportionment plan is to be con-
signed to the legislative waste basket with.
out ceremony, and that Odell and Quigg and
their bunch will get no consideration whate
ever in Albany.

President Parsons went to Albany to
begin the ﬂlﬁm to induce the Legislature
to adopt s reapportionment plans in
place of the Odell-Halpin scheme which
was recommendéd by the committee at
Thuraday night's meetinf.

Before he left for Albany Mr Parsons
said that be had no doubt that the Legis-
lature wontld adopt his plan, for the reason
that it had been devised solely in the inter.
ests of the party as a whole, and not like
the Odell scheme to keep in power a8 many
as possible of the district leaders who are
Odell supporters.

Because he was outvoted at the meeting
of the ocounty committee on Thursday night
the report was prompted yesterday by
some of the district leaders who are opposed
to him that Mr. Parsons intended to resign
the presidency of the committee. It can
be stated on the authority of Mr, Parsons
himself that he has no such idea.

One matter of interest which came out
yesterday, followinﬁ Thursday night's
meeting, was that the Odell forces were
8o bent on beating Mr. Parsons on a roll
call that the back dues of more than a
hundred members were paid u? in the two
days preceding the meeting. It was com-
mon rumor yesterday around the Fifth
Avenue Hotel and the Republican county
headquarters that the payments were made
by the Odell faction and that these members
in return had pled themselves to vote
against Mr, Parsons.

The apportionment plan, now that the
insurance legislation is out of the way
will be fully formulated over Sunday and
ﬁut throuf the Legislature just as Gov.

iggins's friends want it.

AGAINST NTAGARA FALLS BILL,

The Power of Congress to Prevent the Divers
slon of the Waters Is Questioned.

WASHINGTON, April 20.—Arguments were
continued to-day before the House Com-
mittee on Rivers and Harbors against the
Burton bill for the preservation of Niagara
Falls, Franklin D. Locke of Buffaloand
Paul D. Cravath of New York made legal
arguments in opposition to tha measure,
contending that Congress had no power
to prevent the diversion of the waters of a
navigable stream so long as the diversion
does not interfere with navigation.

George W. Wickersham, representing
the Lackawanna Steel Company. said his
company had invested $6,000,000 in a steel
plant near Buffalo upon the assurance of

obtaining power.

“This,” he said,“is an ssthetic question
against a commercial problem. FPower
could be produced from Niagara Fails 20
to 25 per cent. oheag-;r than from coal.
1t is for you to say whether you will legis-
late for commerce or scenery.”

Gen. Francis V. Greene, representing the
Ontario Power Company and the Lockport
Company, read telegrams from Chief Engi-
neer M, M. Nunn these companies,
which said that 60,000 cubic feet of water
per sacond, or approximately 40 per cent
of the flow. might be diverted without im-
pairing the scenio beaut of the falls. ex-
cent forabout a hundred feet on theCanadian
gide, where the water is shallow. The
anntal variation is greater than that and
has no %preciable effect.

Gen. Greene, in answer to questions,
estimated that the total amount diverted,
if all the companies used all that their
charters authorized them to use, would be
87,300 cubic_feet per gecond, or about 42
per ocent. He thought the diversion of
100,000 cubic feet could not be detected by
the naked eye, and that with this diversion
Niagara would still remain the greatest and
grandest cataraot of the world.

Senator Platt of New York to-day pre-
sented a memorial from the Board of Trade
of Niagara Falls remonstrating against
the Burton bill to prevent the taking of
water from Niagara River for power pur-

poses.
CAMPAIGN FUNDS SINCE, 1860

Mr. Sulzer Says That Fortune Has Smiled
on the Party That Has the Most Money.

WASHINGTON, April 20.—Mr. Sulzer of
New York to-day gave to the House of
Representativea what he called “some
information regarding the campaign funds
of the two great political parties since
1860." He used them to sustain his asser-
tion that things had come to such a pass
in this country that the result of Presidential
elections was controlled by the use of
money; that, as Napoleon remarked about
Providence being on the side that had the
heaviest cannon, fortune smiled upon that
party which had the biggest fund. Prior
to 1860, he said, so far as he could find
out, no campaign fund at the command
of any party had ever exceeded $25000.

In that year and subsequently, according
to Mr. Sulzer's figures, the funis were a8
follows:

Dem,
850,000
50,00
75,00
50,000
Q00,000

Mr. Sulzer claimed for his figures sub-
stantial accuracy and said that they were
based upon good authority. They were
used in a brief speech advocating the pas-
gage of the McCall bill requiring committees
in charge of Presidential or Congressional
campal to report to the clerk of the
House their receipts and disbursements in
detail. The bill, Mr. Sulzer said, Liad been
drawn by the National Publicity Bill As-
sociation, a he warmly commende
its work under the presidenoy of Perry
Belmont, who has spent his time in Waeh-
{)tmton promoting the enactment of the

For New Stste Department Bullding.

WASHINGTON, April 20.—Senator \Wet-
more of Rhode Island has reported from
the Committee on Public Buildirgs and
Grounds a bill authorizing an expenditir
of $8,000,000 for a building for the Depaits
ments of State, Justice and Commarce and
Labor in the site on the south side of Penn-
p‘{lnnln avenue, betwevn Fourteenth and
#ifteenth streets.

Fransls Resigns as Regent

ALBANY, April 20.—Charles S. ¥rancis
of Troy, who was appolnted recently bY¥
President Roosevelt as Minister to Aua'rid,
to-day filled with the Secretary of State
his resignation as & member of the Board
of Regents of the University of the State.
The vacancy will be filled Ey election by
the Legislature.

For an Asphalt Repalr Plant in Brookh?

The Board of Estimate approved yester
day an appropriation of $25,000 for ¢
establishment of an asphalt repair plant in
Brooklyn. It is to be erected near Walla-
bout Market.



